
 

Program Updates  
 
September 4, 2007 OPALS (“Open Source Automated Library System”) programmers have added a number of requested 
functions and improvements this summer. Many more upgrades and new functions are in progress and will be released for 
testing and general implementation this fall. 

 
                                                       OPALS OPAC Updates 

 
Media Icon display:  
Media format icons appear on the OPAC’s brief citations display list. The icons synchronize with media formats recorded in 
the MARC records “leader.”  Book jacket cover displays are on the development list for testing the fall. 
 
Status Legend: 
Status and "Status" display columns align making it easier for OPAC users to decipher item loan status. 
 
Beginners interface: 
It is possible to set the OPAC display to default to the “Beginners” interface in system "Preferences." This is a desirable 
function in elementary school and children’s libraries. 
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OPAC Spell Checking: OPALS checks for spelling errors (typos and phonetically) as illustrated above. 
 

 Bibliographies 
Automatic bibliography reset ... timer setting is in "Preferences." Specify the number of keyboard inactivity 
minutes that expire before clearing accumulated bibliography results. 
 

Reports 
Average copyright date:  
 
Use this report to view average copyright dates for a selected Dewey range and special collections that are 
designated by a prefix in the classification number. This is data that library agencies request from time to time 
or that can be used for collection development. 
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“BEDS” Collection Analysis Report & More: 
This report consolidates collection statistics and activity that state and provincial agencies require. Reports 
include titles & holdings, additions, lost & deleted, “found,” totals for selected date ranges, print and non-print 
items. 
 

Access: Login-> Administration-> Reports/Tools -> Item Statistics Reports-> “Collection 
Holdings Statistics” 
 

 

 
Sample Report from Z-Test Database 
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Labels: 
Print individual or selected groups of spine labels, or barcode labels. Search for an item or build a group of 
them then select barcode header printing options to print item details or library name, or to select and print 
spine label format options. You can still use the acquisitions list to identify newly added / imported items to 
print barcode sets. 
 
Access: Admin -> Report/Tools-> Tools-> Print Barcodes Spine Labels from Hitlist 
 

 
 

Search for label print item(s) 
 

 
 

Create a “hitlist” of labels to print 
 

 
 

Label Print Options 
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Circulation  
 

Loans: 
Select circulation functions by scanning a barcode on the system’s transaction barcode command sheet.  
 
To print this report: Login-> Admin -> Report/Tools->Tools->Barcode Command Sheet Printout 
 

 
 
Returns: When "missing" item is returned, system reactivates its status automatically 
 
Calendar improvements: Additional weekend & holiday transaction management 

 
User (Patron) Data Import 

 
System imports patron gender information that can be used to report transaction statistics within Dewey 
Classification ranges. Import recognizes and records “F” and “M” data. 

 
Lost / Damaged / Fines Options Rewritten 

 
 

Fines Settings Access: Login-> Admin -> “Fine Rate Editor” 
 

 
 

Set Fines for Overdue, Lost, Damaged Items 
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Lost or Damaged Items 
 

• Record amount charged  
• Standard charge can be set in preferences...  
• Authorized staff can override and enter assessed amount  
• Record amount paid  
• Record balance after partial payment made 
• Forgive fine 
• Multi-level State / Provincial tax rates can be set (.. most will suppress these for now) 

 

 
 

Click “Pay” to View & Process Assessed Fines 
 

 
 

View Assessed Fines Details – Accept Full or Partial Payment 
 

Overdue fines option  
• Can be activated or suppressed 
• Overdue fines rates (variable) can be set for each item type 
• Fines displayed when items returned 
• Partial fine payments and balances recorded 
• Forgive fine 
• Multi-level State / Provincial tax rates can be set (.. most will suppress these for now) 
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